
Resolution for Support of RURAL NEW DEAL - Resolution 2026-01 

Whereas all Americans, including those in towns, cities and suburbs, depend upon healthy, 
productive, resilient rural places for the vast majority of our food, fiber, materials, energy, clean water 
and other essential goods; and (1) 

Whereas rural America, in spite of its foundational importance to the health and stability of our 
nation, has suffered from decades of neglect, disinvestment and trade, economic and other policies 
that have undermined its economy and environment; and (2), (6) 

Whereas Clallam County, Washington’s 24th Legislative District and 6th Congressional District are 
inside the non-metro rural areas of our state; and 

Whereas the National Democratic Platform of 2020 calls for curbing Wall Street abuses, tackling 
runaway corporate concentration, ending poverty, investing in the American heartland and rural 
communities, partnering with farmers, ranchers and foresters to achieve net-zero carbon emissions and 
expansion of federal programs supporting sustainable and regenerative agricultural practices; and (3) 

Whereas the same platform calls for significant increase in funding for small business credit, lending 
and grants, while simultaneously building a "pipeline of talent" through technical education, high 
quality education and training, and apprenticeships providing a comprehensive blueprint for 
effectively addressing these challenges and opportunities and achieving rural revitalization and 
resilience. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Clallam County Democrats hereby endorses the Rural New 
Deal in whole and in part, and encourages the Washington Democratic Party to adopt this resolution 
and add it to the State Platform (4) 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Clallam County Democrats urges all 
Democratic candidates for state and federal office in Washington to embrace the Rural New Deal as a 
fundamental element needed for transformative change and promote workshops on the Rural New 
Deal and its importance in overcoming the rural urban divide which creates a strong vision for our 
future. (5) 

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that this resolution be distributed to our members in 
the Washington State Legislature and Governor Ferguson plus the State Democratic Party and request 
their actions to support the Rural New Deal which equitably supports our economy and our citizens. 

Adopted: April 8, 2026 by the general membership of the Clallam County Democrats 

 

Clallam County Democrats	 	    P.O. Box 2454	 	         		 Port Angeles, WA 98362 



Resolution for Support of RURAL NEW DEAL - Resolution 2026-01 

Backup information 

1) The Rural New Deal (RND) is a concise but relatively comprehensive policy platform 
written to help guide both long-term economic renewal and addressing of major social 
problems across rural America. The Rural New Deal was published in September, 2023, 
the result of a partnership between Progressive Democrats of America (PDA) and the 
Rural Urban Bridge Initiative (RUBI). It can be utilized by those who propose, make or 
implement public policy, as well as everyday people, whether in cities, suburbs or the 
countryside. If you believe that strong, healthy rural communities are essential to our 
nation's well-being, the RND will enable you to better understand how to get there. 

2)The Rural Urban Bridge Initiative (RUBI) invites all of us to think differently, talk 
differently and act differently in order to understand the causes of the rural-urban divide 
and then do something to repair it. RUBI develops political, economic and 
communications strategies that build bridges and serve the common interests of all 
working and middle class Americans. 

3)Examples of relevant policies and initiatives: (the 10 Pillars) 
Pillar 1: Rebuild Farm, Forest, and Food Economies 
Pillar 2: Reward Work and Ensure Livabkle Wages 
Pillar 3: Dismantle Monopolies, Empower & Support Local Businesss 
Pillar 4: Invest in Community & Regional Infrastructure 
Pillar 5: Re-Build Small Town Centers 
Pillar 6: Cultivate Self-Reliance & Resilience 
Pillar 7: Invest in Rural Health Care 
Pillar 8: Fully Fund Rural Schools 
Pillar 9: Make Rural & Small Town Housing Affordable 
Pillar 10: Re-Localize Rural & Small Town Banks 

4) https://ruralurbanbridge.org/news 

5) https://ruralurbanbridge.org/beyondresistance 

https://ruralurbanbridge.org/dnc 

6) What is Rural? https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/rural-economy-population/rural-
classifications/what-is-rural 

https://ofm.wa.gov/data-research/population-demographics/estimates/population-density/
land-area-criteria-rural-area-assistance/ 

RND and RUBI Supportive document follows… RURAL URBAN BRIDGE INITIATIVE 
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W H A T  I S  T H E  R U R A L  N E W  D E A L , 

WHAT’S IN IT AND WHY DO WE NEED IT ? 

The Rural New Deal (RND) is a concise but relatively comprehensive policy platform 
written to help guide both long-term economic renewal and addressing of major social 
problems across rural America. The Rural New Deal was published in September, 2023, 
the result of a partnership between Progressive Democrats of America (PDA) and the 
Rural Urban Bridge Initiative (RUBI). It can be utilized by those who propose, make or 
implement public policy, as well as everyday people, whether in cities, suburbs or the 
countryside. If you believe that strong, healthy rural communities are essential to our 
nation's well-being, the RND will enable you to better understand how to get there. 

Progressive Democrats of America was founded in 2004 to transform the Democratic 
Party and our country. It seeks to build a party and government controlled by citizens, not 
corporate elites - with policies that serve the broad public interest, not just private 
interests. As a grassroots organization operating inside the Democratic Party, and 
outside in movements for peace and justice, PDA has played a key role in the rise of the 
progressive movement. 

The Rural Urban Bridge Initiative (RUBI) invites all of us to think differently, talk 
differently and act differently in order to understand the causes of the rural-urban divide 
and then do something to repair it . RUBI develops political, economic and 
communications strategies that build bridges and serve the common interests of all 
working and middle class Americans. 

A Rural New Deal is urgently needed to build and rebuild local economies across rural America, 
reverse forty years of wealth and corporate concentration, restore degraded lands, reclaim land and 
ownership opportunities for those whose land was taken by force or deceit, and ensure that 
communities and the nation can and do meet the basic needs of its people." The policy 
recommendations contained in the RND are rural-focused, though many are pertinent and 
useful regardless of geography. 

While there is no shortage of progressive policy platforms published in recent years, the Rural New 
Deal is quite distinct and different for at least four reasons: 

1. It was conceived and written almost entirely by rural people 
2. It is relatively comprehensive in the needs and issues it covers, yet quite concise. You can read 

the entire document in 30 minutes or less. 
3. The vast majority of the specific recommendations it contains are based on extensive real-world 

experience in many different parts of the country. They've been tried, refined, improved and they 
work. 

4. The approach and recommendations across all ten pillars are "bottom up" -  designed to be 
adapted, developed and led by local leaders, farmers, entrepreneurs and people. 

- # - 


