
Candidate Questions: LD24 – State House – Pos. 2 Forum 

[Answers submitted by Marcia Kelbon on June 19, 2026] 

 
What do you consider the most important issues facing the 24th LD? (i.e., budget, 
economy, healthcare, housing, climate, education, environment, infrastructure, 
etc.) List your top three 
 

[1. Local Economy. Improving the base of living wage jobs in our district’s economy 

would lead to improvements in several other critical areas, including retention of youth, 

ability to purchase housing, school funding, and hospital balance sheets. 2. State 

budget. We need to build rather than disincentivize a strong B&O tax base and prioritize 

state spending on core functions: education, infrastructure, and public health and safety. 

3. Housing. There is a critical need for housing of all types, but especially middle 

housing including starter homes, apartments, multi-family housing, and modular homes. 

4. (I am taking the liberty of adding a fourth area, as economy and budget are linked.) 

Public health and safety require adopting a different approach to treatment of addiction 

and mental illness.]  

 

Given the diversity of our district, tell us what you see are the greatest needs in 

the communities encompassed in the three separate counties. 

[All three counties require a younger population base for a community that is healthy 

and thriving. This need is most pronounced in Jefferson County but also in Eastern 

Clallam County.  

Central and Western Clallam County, Central and South Jefferson County, and Western 

Grays Harbor are economically depressed. Economic development is badly needed 

there. 

Reasonably-priced housing is badly needed in all three counties. 

Hospitals that are not teetering on insolvency are needed in Clallam and Grays Harbor. 

Effective treatment of individuals suffering with addiction and middle illness is needed in 

all of our urban areas (as well as in rural areas.]  

2. Local levy and taxpayer question 

Do you believe local levies are being used to enrich education, or are they 
increasingly being used to backfill gaps in state funding? What would you do 



to reduce the pressure on local taxpayers while still protecting student 

programs? 

[The state needs to protect and grow its business base for stronger B&O tax revenue, 

as well as the sales tax and real estate revenue that flows from that under our current 

tax system, rather than causing businesses and investment capital to leave the state. 

The state then needs to reexamine its budget and prioritize spending on core functions 

including education, infrastructure, and public health and safety. Education funding by 

the state should include capital improvements and special ed, rather than asking 

communities that are economically depressed to adopt bonds and levies to fill these 

needs.] 

3. Graduation pathways and opportunity access question 

Washington now allows multiple graduation pathways because the state 
recognizes that one test score cannot define student readiness. How would 
you make sure students in rural districts have real access to those pathways, 

including Career and Technical Education, dual credit, Bridge to College, 

counseling, transportation, and High School and Beyond Plan support? 

[Apologies if I am wrong, but I believe this question was asked and answered during the 

forum.] 

The three questions below were written questions submitted from the 

audience: 

Tell us about how you collaborate and build coalitions. Give two examples, 

please. 

[My entire campaign is an example of this. As were the columns I wrote every two 

weeks for the past 18 months in the local Jefferson County newspaper. I also am 

meeting with centrist legislators and legislative candidates who seek to bridge the gap.] 

With six tribes in our county, please comment on what you think their 

contributions provide to Clallam County – in jobs, culture, healthcare, 

racial/gender equality, and democracy?  Follow up: Please comment on the racist 

comments, untruths, and smears that have been circulating and growing in our 

community.    

[The Jamestown S’kallam has done a tremendous job of business development, often 

better than our counties as a whole. This includes the services provided by its MAT and 

mental health treatment services. This may be due in part to very skilled leadership and 

in part due to access to funding sources not accessible by our counties at large. I also 



admire what the Makah tribe is doing with its nascent timber and wood products 

industry that it is building. Racism in any form cannot be tolerated.] 

This is an existential question: How can politicians begin the process of 

overcoming the legitimate cynicism of voters, especially the young voter? 

[Individuals and the press need to stop fanning the flames of division and dissemination 

of half-truths. We need to build a stronger economy on the Peninsula, including strong 

schools and community colleges, so that young people know they have a future here 

and will get involved as they build rewarding lives locally.]  


