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These questions were slated to
be asked at the Clallam
democrat forum on June 17th,
but we ran out of time to get to
these remaining questions. The
video of the forum (and thus
the questions/answers that
were addressed at that time) is
available at
https:/lyoutu.be/qJ4Q2_btV4s

Excess Candidate Questions:
LD24 — State House — Pos. 2
Forum; Nemo Callaway

What do you consider the most
important issues facing the
24th LD? (i.e., budget,
economy, healthcare, housing,
climate, education,
environment, infrastructure,
etc.) List your top three

Climate change is one of our
biggest issues, although also
slower and more insidious than
the others listed here. The risks of
climate change include, among
other things: drought risk from low
snowpack, increased fire risks
over the summer, environmental
degradation from reduced rainfall
in the rainforest, issues with
ocean acidification affecting
shellfish (and follow-on effects to
the rest of the oceanic food web),
larger storms that can cause
landslides, erosion and flooding,
and more.

Second comes healthcare:
currently one of the primary
economic drivers of the region
and a necessary service for so
many of the residents of our
district. Ensuring that our
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best ways to achieve this is to
establish the washington health
trust; a widely popular single
payer system that can streamline
healthcare; ensuring efficient,
patient-centered care that is
compensated for at appropriate
levels.

Third comes the economy: our
income to cost of living ratio is
quickly becoming unsustainable
due to rampant inflation, high
housing costs, low pay, and no
clear pathways to economic
success within the region for
young and entry-level workers.
These forces combine and cause
our young adults to migrate away
from the area, leaving behind an
aging population without access
to the services they require. We
must build up capacity for living
wage jobs that respect their
workers, and build affordable
entry-level housing that
encourages young families to
move here and staff those jobs.

Given the diversity of our
district, tell us what you see are
the greatest needs in the
communities encompassed in
the three separate counties.

Our district can be viewed from
the perspective of access to
specialized services in the Puget
Sound area, and especially
Seattle, rather than restricting our
view to what each particular
county needs. We clearly see as
we head west towards Forks and
north up the pacific coast from
Aberdeen that the infrastructure
bottleneck created by the national
park and the ocean causes
broadband internet services to
slow or even stop, inflates travel
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underdeveloped region to the
north and west of the peninsula
that struggles to provide living-
wage jobs, housing, and high-
speed internet, and these regions
that becomes relatively more
robust as we move east through
east through Clallam county and
into Jefferson county, where
access to Seattle, while still not
easy, is a simple day trip. We
similarly see in these eastern
regions that retiree populations
on a fixed income and in need of
specialized healthcare rise,
straining local healthcare
resources as these populations
seek to place their homes in a
location that balances access to
both the beauty of the peninsula,
and to the care they need to age
gracefully without breaking the
bank. Despite these differences in
economic opportunity,
demographics, and needs, the
solution remains the same:
policies with popular support that
help to establish good
infrastructure growth and regional
connectivity, affordable housing,
affordable healthcare, and living
wage jobs.

Do you believe local levies
are being used to enrich
education, or are they
increasingly being used to
backfill gaps in state
funding? What would you do
to reduce the pressure on
local taxpayers while still
protecting student
programs?

Ensuring that schools provide
uniform opportunity is an
important part of what allows
vulnerable or disadvantaged
populations to succeed
academically - and local levies are
a method by which upper class
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advanced classes or certain
specialty training options due to
both a lack of interested students
and a lack of funding.

To that end it is important to
secure the majority of school
funding through statewide
progressive taxes that are
dispersed equitably to school
systems based on actual local
expenses and needs to ensure
that students from rural regions
and students from ultra-wealthy
neighborhoods are able to gain
the same opportunities from their
school system, rather than using
local levies that unfairly benefit
students that live in those ultra-
wealthy neighborhoods.

Washington now allows
multiple graduation
pathways because the state
recognizes that one test
score cannot define student
readiness. How would you
make sure students in rural
districts have real access to
those pathways, including
Career and Technical
Education, dual credit, Bridge
to College, counseling,
transportation, and High
School and Beyond Plan
support?

Shoring up equitable statewide
funding through progressive
revenues, rather than relying
heavily on local levies, will help
ensure schools have the funding
to continue local programs like
high school/community college
dual enrollment plans. In addition
to these programs that are simply
bounded by expense, many
classes that would be hard to fill
purely with local students can be
instructed online with some
limited local support - for
example trades classes that might
have too few students for a full
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required, and help ensure access
to the less popular trade training.

In addition to these items
working directly with the youth,
better supporting our community
and technical colleges will help
create the other side of these
pathways by giving our high
school graduates cost-effective
(or even free!) continuing
education that they can access
from or near their home
communities to help them enter
the workforce with the skills they
need to succeed.

The three questions below
were written questions
submitted from the
audience:

Tell us about how you
collaborate and build
coalitions. Give two
examples, please.

Coalitions are formed around
shared goals, and are reached
through both understanding the
ideas and goals of both sides,
and discussing how to effectively
bring the involved groups to
bear. This requires mutual
understanding, patience, and a
dedicated effort to bring disparate
groups together in solidarity to
reach the desired outcome.

One of the first things I
accomplished after taking over
assigning for Sequim Junior
soccer was to merge the two
separate refereeing groups that
had formed in Clallam county into
a single unit, giving referees in
both Port Angeles and Sequim
access to the full pool of local
matches, allowing the referees to
see a larger variety of teams, and
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working within a coalition of Ieft-
progressive and socialist
candidates to form a dedicated,
disciplined core of representatives
that can push as a unit towards
meeting our shared goals of
establishing universal healthcare
and universal childcare,
enhancing housing availability,
supporting worker’s rights and
unionization efforts, and
accomplishing many other shared
goals.

With six tribes in our county,
please comment on what you
think their contributions
provide to Clallam County —
jobs, culture, healthcare,
racial/gender equality, and
democracy? Follow up: Please
comment on the racist
comments, untruths, and
smears that have been
circulating and growing in our
community.

The tribe, like any local polity, can
generally be counted on to actin
the interests of its members.
Generally | expect a tribe to actin
a similar manner to a municipality
- seeking to create a stable
community in which its residents
can live, work, and recreate freely,
while attracting tourists and/or
visitors that can engage with the
services and events offered in
their lands and ensure the
economy continues to function -
and most of our local tribes do an
excellent job at these actions.

As far as racists go - racists will
continue to be racist, and trying to
engage directly with racists
regarding their racism is almost
never a good strategy. Platforming
these incorrect views does
nothing but bring more attention
and legitimacy to a niche
viewpoint. We should continue to
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items. Knowledge and
experience are the enemies of
exclusionary viewpoints - not
direct engagement, “debate”, or
other direct approaches. Itis
infinitely more difficult to refute
garbage than itis to come up with
more of it.

This is an existential question:
How can politicians begin the
process of overcoming the
legitimate cynicism of voters,
especially the young voter?

The first and most existential
issue is that elections are
controlled by money, and money
is controlled by the upper classes.
When a campaign is won not
because someone has the best
message but because they had
the most money to burn on
advertisement, it does nothing but
enhance the view that
participatory democracy doesn’t
get us anywhere. While banning
corporate monetary contributions
to elections is a good start, we
need to completely reform
election funding to resolve this
contradiction. No more private
money - neither from
corporations, nor from
organizations, associations, or
committees, nor from individual
contributors. Instead each
campaign should be granted
uniform funding on the
submission of a campaign
funding petition, which requires a
sufficient number of signatures to
ensure a campaign is serious,
similarly to our current filing fee
waiver system.

In addition to the issue of election
funding, ambitious voting reform
to ensure that EVERY resident
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voting with Single Transferable
Vote.

In Single Transferable Vote
elections, you rank your
candidates similarly to ranked
choice voting, but more than one
candidate wins the election. This
means that everyone has a
legislator that represents their
interest, rather than minorities
going entirely unrepresented. For
example in a 5-winner election
every 20% of the population
elects their own representative -
rather than 51% of the population
deciding on who represents
100% of it.

My vision for the state legislature
is to have a number of legislators
equal to the cubed root of the
population rounded to the nearest
odd multiple of 5, and then
implement a sufficient number of
5-winner districts to reach that
number (in this case, 41 districts
for 205 members - we currently
have 147) that can ensure real
representation for every state
resident, and establish a
legislature that represents the
*people®, rather than just the
majority.

CGP grey made an excellent
series of explainer videos on
STV, i've linked the two important
ones below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=18X0ZJkozfl - what is STV?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Ac90700IMUg - election
walkthrough
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